
After years of consideration, Kemp 
Mill Synagogue applied for and 
received 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

status from the Internal Revenue Service 
as a charitable organization.

As a synagogue, KMS was always tax-
exempt under the tax code. Dues and 
donations were tax-exempt, and mem-
bers received receipts for them at the end 
of the year. 

But receiving the 501(c)(3) status 
has additional advantages, said Benny 
Berkowitz, president of KMS.

“With the status, we will benefit be-
cause many companies and corporations 
are willing to donate to KMS only if we 
can show them that we received 501(c)
(3) status,” he explained. 

“In the past, we asked companies for 
assistance and assured them that we were 
a synagogue and should qualify as a non-
profit for a particular program. We found 

We are thrilled to welcome 
Aryeh and Yahav to Kemp 
Mill!

Aryeh will be serving as the full-time 
Youth Director at KMS, overseeing 
Shabbat minyanim, shiurim, onegs and 
programs, visiting all area schools for 
“lunch and learns,” davening with the 
kids and supporting our kids in their af-
ter school activities, and creating holiday 
and weekly programs for kids of all ages. 
Aryeh is also a talented musician.

Yahav will split her time between 
activities at KMS, youth group sessions 
and female-oriented programming, and 
her job at Berman as an assistant teacher 

in the first grade. Yahav is a former com-
mander in the Israeli Air Force, and a 
talented artist.

Yahav and Aryeh have arrived, and 
are settling in and meeting with many 
people to strategize about how to make 
the most of their year here. We thank all 
those from KMS who made this pos-
sible, as well as the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Washington for its incredible 
support.

For more information, please see 
Aryeh and Yahav’s bios on the KMS 
website. Please send any youth-oriented 
programming ideas to aripinchot@
gmail.com.

KMS Welcomes Our
New Youth Directors,
Aryeh and Yahav Jacobowitz
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From the rabbi

Father and King:
The Paradox of Our Relationship with God
by Rabbi Brahm Weinberg

2  Kol MevaSer, Kemp Mill Synagogue

Long & Foster reaL estate, Inc.
301-649-3649 u 301-907-7600

shonnyk@aol.com

jnau raf dj

shonny Kugler
Your Community Realtor

top 1% nationwide

vcuy vnh,ju vch,f

Wishing my friends 

and community a 

happy, healthy, and 

peaceful New Year.

The prayer of Avinu Malkenu plays a 
central role in the High Holiday lit-
urgy and comes to shape our experi-

ence of machzor on those sacred days. There 
is, perhaps, no other section of the machzor 
that captures the hearts and minds of young 
and old, scholar and layperson, Jew and non-

Jew as much as this one prayer. Rabbi Joseph H. Hertz z”l, 
former chief rabbi of the British Empire, described it as “the 
oldest and most moving of all the litanies of the Jewish Year.”1 

Prayer is exceptionally difficult. Moments of spontaneous 
prayer when one feels a deep connection to God are hard to 
come by. Conversely, it can be challenging to find meaning in 
the rote prayers of the siddur. Ideally, the fixed texts of prayer 
should serve as vehicles to bring a person’s sentiments to the 
fore in the context of a true conversation with God. While 
moments when that ideal is realized may be rare, experience 
shows that they often emerge during the recitation of Avinu 
Malkenu. Hearing a boy whose mother is in the hospital cry 
out “Avinu Malkenu shlach refuah shleyma lecholey amecha” 
(Our Father, our King send a full recovery to the ill of your 
nation), or hearing a woman whose life has taken every wrong 
turn cry out “Avinu Malkenu shma kolenu” (Our Father, our 
King listen to our voice) with tears streaming down her face, 
is chilling to the core.

It seems that the attraction of Avinu Malkenu and its ability 
to tap into our deepest feelings stems from its classic simplic-
ity, accessibility of language, heartfelt rhythm, and powerful 
language of pleading for the most important things in life. 

The history, content, structure, and language of the Avinu 
Malkenu prayer are all worthy of great consideration. The 
most salient feature of the prayer, the designation of God as 
both Father and King, also requires exploration because it is 
challenging philosophically, but also because it is illustrative 
of the fundamental meaning of the High Holiday season.

History
The evolution of the machzor itself speaks to the promi-

nence of this great prayer. While Avinu Malkenu was originally 
composed to be recited on fast days in times of drought, 2 over 
the course of time it was adopted into the Ashkenazic3 High 
Holiday liturgy to be recited approximately twenty times over 
the Ten Days of Repentance.4 Moreover, the choice of where to 

place this prayer in the machzor bespeaks it stature. The style of 
Avinu Malkenu resembles that of many passages of piyut5 and 
litany6 such as such as L’kel Orech Din, Atah Hu Elokeinu, or 
Vechol Maaminim and it would fit quite comfortably alongside 
them in the repetition of the Amidah. Yet, it is singled out and 
placed in the spotlight at a highpoint of the prayers right after 
the repetition of the Amidah which suggests its importance 
as a central facet of expression over the High Holidays. 7 It is 
certainly designed to be the crescendo of Yom Kippur, and 
perhaps all of the High Holidays, when it is recited as the final 
prayer after Neilah. In fact, this recitation is deemed so critical 
to Yom Kippur that Ashkenazim recite it when Yom Kippur 
falls on Shabbat despite its normal omission on Shabbat.8 

Some have attributed the status of Avinu Malkenu to the 
eminence of the author whose kernel of a prayer using this 
language blossomed into the version we have today. That 
sage is none other than Rabbi Akiva who composed a short 
two-line Avinu Malkenu prayer which he recited on a fast day, 
interceding with the Divine to end a drought and bring rain.  

The Talmud (Taanit 25b) says:
תלמוד בבלי מסכת תענית דף כה עמוד ב

 תנו רבנן מעשה ברבי אליעזר שגזר שלש עשרה תעניות על הצבור
ולא ירדו גשמים. באחרונה התחילו הצבור לצאת. אמר להם: 

תקנתם קברים לעצמכם? געו כל העם בבכיה, וירדו גשמים. שוב
מעשה ברבי אליעזר שירד לפני התיבה ואמר עשרים וארבע ברכות
 ולא נענה. ירד רבי עקיבא אחריו, ואמר: אבינו מלכנו אין לנו מלך

אלא אתה. אבינו מלכנו למענך רחם עלינו, וירדו גשמים. הוו מרנני  
רבנן. יצתה בת קול ואמרה: לא מפני שזה גדול מזה, אלא שזה 

מעביר על מידותיו, וזה אינו מעביר על מדותיו.

Our Rabbis have taught: It is related of R. Eliezer that he 
ordained thirteen fasts upon the community and no rain 
fell. In the end, as the people began to depart [from the 
synagogue], he exclaimed: Have you prepared graves for 
yourselves? Thereupon the people sobbed loudly and rain 
fell. It is further related of R. Eliezer that once he stepped 
down before the Ark and recited the twenty-four benedic-
tions [for fast days] and his prayer was not answered. R. 
Akiva stepped down after him and exclaimed: Our Father, 
our King, we have no King but Thee; our Father, our King, 
for Thy sake have mercy upon us; and rain fell.9

By using the language of Avinu Malkenu Rabbi Akiva suc-
ceeded where Rabbi Eliezer had failed. Unquestionably, the 

continued on page 10
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From the President

Remembering the Source of Our Success
by Benny Berkowitz

Pesach, Shavuot, and Sukkot are the 
three pilgrimage festivals on our 
Jewish calendar. They recall histori-

cal events and mark significant times in the 
calendar for the agrarian year. Sukkot is 
the ingathering festival when the farmers 
celebrated their yearly crops and harvest. In 

addition, the holiday of Sukkot marks the historical remem-
brance that God made us dwell in sukkot during our forty-
year journey in the desert following the Exodus from Egypt. 

Many of the commentaries question why the commandment 
to dwell in the sukkah is commemorated at this time of the 
year. After all, we left Egypt in the Spring and perhaps that 
time of the year, when we began our journey in the desert, is 
a better time for the commandment of Sukkot. 

One of the answers provided by our rabbis relates to the 
mindset of the farmers at the time of the ingathering festival. 
It may have been tempting for the farmers to credit their hard 
work and effort for the richness of their harvest. This time of 
the year may have made them complacent about the need to 
remember how everything is reliant on God, not ourselves. 
Similarly, even today when we do not generally farm, some 
Jews may be spiritually complacent after a good judgment on 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, leading us to move on too 
quickly from the Days of Atonement without continuing to 
recognize the role God plays in our ongoing success and to 
put in the effort to grow spiritually.

Consequently, the mitzvah of sukkah takes us out of 
our homes, out of our physical comforts, and requires us 
to sit exposed to the outside world. In the sukkah, we are 
constantly reminded of how feeble our lives really are, and 
that it is really God who provides us with the shelter we 
need and grants us the physical comforts that we enjoy all 
year. Each year we remember not to be haughty or think 
that somehow we are solely responsible for the richness and 
goodness in our lives.

As a community, we have been very fortunate over the past 
many years. We have worked very hard and our labor has 
seemingly been responsible for how far we have come. Just a 
few years ago there was concern and trepidation about our 
future as we began the process of finding a new rabbi and 

keeping the community together. 
Thankfully, the process has led to a wonderful harvest. We 

have welcomed Rabbi and Elana Weinberg into our com-
munity, expanded our educational and Israel programming, 
hired a new Youth Director couple and made significant im-
provements to our physical plant. We have begun many new 
programs to make our community more welcoming, and I 
think we can all sense the continued growth at the shul and 
excitement about our future.

We have worked hard for these results, but let us not forget 
the lessons of Sukkot. First, we should not become complacent 
and think that these results are simply a product of our hard 
work. Really, it is God who has blessed us and allowed all of 
our efforts to reap the results we see today. Without God’s 
blessing and role in our lives, our efforts could not have led 
to this outcome.

Similarly, the holiday of Sukkot forces us to leave our regular 
dwellings and venture out of our normal comfort zone into the 
sukkah. Please use this time of year and the holiday of Sukkot 
as an impetus to engage in our community, even if it means 
going outside your comfort zone. We are printing our newest 
directory and weekly introduce members to the community in 
our Shabbat sheet. Reach out to other members of the com-
munity, invite them to your homes, or engage them in ongoing 
programing and activities, such as our new Chesed initiatives, 
even if it means going outside your comfort zone. Pushing 
ourselves to engage in these communal activities will improve 
our shul and make our community a better home for us all.

Lastly, do not become spiritually complacent after the High 
Holidays. Recognize that we must continue to challenge our-
selves and grow spiritually. Even if, thank God, Yom Kippur 
goes well, we must constantly improve ourselves and not rely 
on our past good fortune. We continue to expand our learn-
ing opportunities and always need more people present at our 
minyanim. Volunteer to help with one of our vice presidents 
in any of their growing portfolios to help strengthen our shul. 
The Executive Committee is planning many programs for 
next year, and each of the vice presidents has opportunities 
for you to help.

Thank God our community is strong. Let’s all work together, 
and with God’s help we can continue our success.
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Dear Gabbai,
I recently moved to the area and noticed that on the first day 

of Shavuot, Akdamut was recited after the kohen was called up 
but before he made the bracha. I remember seeing it done after 
the kohen made the bracha for the aliyah. Which is correct?

Surprised on Shavuot
Dear Surprised,

There are actually 3 minhagim surrounding how to read 
Akdamut:

1. after the Kohen is called up but before he recites the 
bracha for the aliyah

2. after making the bracha but before leyning
3. after reading the first pasuk of the leyning (similar to 

what is done on the second day of Shavuot with the 
poem of Yitziv Pitgam in the Haftarah)

Most Ashkenazic shuls follow minhag 1—to 
recite Akdamut before the bracha for the aliyah is 
made so as not to confuse people into supposing 
that Akdamut is actually part of the Torah reading. 
In fact, we in general are careful not to give the 
impression that anything besides the words of the 
Torah are in the Torah. For this reason most people 
when getting an aliyah will either close the Torah 
and/or look off to the side. Some ba’alei kriah will 
be careful to look away when saying “Amen” as they 
start an aliyah for the same reason. 

Gabbai trivia Questions:
1. Where is the only place in the Torah where 

there are three consecutive words that are 
all verbs and the first is in the past tense, the 
second in the present tense, and the third 
is in the future tense? (Hint: the words are 
spoken by a person in the Torah who is 
not named.)

2. Who is the only woman mentioned in all 
of sefer Vayikrah? 

3. Name a scenario where triplet boys can be 
born within an hour of each other but have 
their Brit Milahs on three different days.

answers to last issue’s trivia Ques-
tions:

1. What is the only pasuk in the Torah (more 
than three words) that starts and ends with 
the same three words? (Hint: we say it twice 

every day.) The last pasuk of Shma starts and ends 
with “Ani hashem elokechem.”

2. What is the only place in the Torah where there are five 
words in a row all starting with the letter aleph? (Hint: 
we say it once every day.) In Az Yashir we say “amar 
oyev, erdof asig, achalek.” All start with aleph

3. When is the only time on a weekday when the same 
aliyah starts in one parasha and ends in the next one? 
The last aliyah for the leyning for the last day of Cha-
nukah starts in Parashat Naso but ends with the first 
four pesukim of Parashat Behahlotcha.

[To submit a question to “Dear Gabbai” please send an email 
to ira.rabin@yahoo.com. Please note that “Dear Gabbai” is 
intended for general education on ritual matters and is not 
intended to answer any specific Halachic question. All matters 
requiring specific Halachic decisions should be addressed to 
the Rabbi.]

Dear Gabbai
by Ira Rabin
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inspection and quality 
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KMS Keren Hasefer Fund
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LookSharp Cleaners:
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that the companies were responding by saying, “We believe 
you, but we have a policy that we can’t help unless you are a 
qualified 501(c )(3),” Berkowitz explained. 

Companies say they don’t want to get into the business of 
deciding if an organization has 501(c)(3) status. “Now we can 
say for the record that we have that status.”

Further benefits include receiving rebates or significant dis-
counts on services or on items such as computers—even new 
ones. Many companies also have programs to match donations 
to charitable or non-profit institutions. The 501(c)(3) will 
facilitate these gifts as well.

The application process for 501(c)(3) was a long and some-

what arduous one. It required answering “a lot of questions—
including information about our religion and the shul’s belief 
system—and providing a lot of financial data.”

Also part of the process was sharing the By-Laws and Articles 
of Incorporation and demonstrating that KMS was fulfilling 
its mission. 

Assisting in the application process were Marcy Wolf, shul 
Treasurer, and Dean Grayson, the head of the Governance 
Committee.

If anyone knows of services, benefits, matching programs, 
or donations that could be provided to the shul as a 501(c)(3), 
please contact the office to provide the necessary information 
to help KMS take advantage of the opportunity.

KMS has an ongoing relationship with Garin Ometz 
Akko. This is a group of 20 families who have decided 
to make a difference in a city where many Jews had 

decided to vacate. Akko is a heavily populated city of Arabs 
with many impoverished Jewish families. Our visit to Akko 
was coordinated by Naftali Reznikovich, the coordinator of 
the Garin’s volunteer program in the Garin’s Mercaz Hachesed 
(Chesed Center).

Our extended family of Man-
di and our son David, their 
children Shana (16 ), Elie (14 ), 
and Kira (10), my wife and I and 
Mandi’s mother, spent an enjoy-
able and meaningful morning 
this summer assembling pack-
ages of food for needy families 
in Akko to enhance their Shab-
bat. We worked together with 
a number of local volunteers, 
who greatly appreciated our 
joining them in this effort. For 
us it meant spending a relatively 
short amount of time, but for 
the others, both workers and 
recipients, it meant a great deal.

While we were in Akko, we visited the Tunisian synagogue, 
Or Torah, known as the “Jariva.” It is the only one of its kind in 
the world. It is literally covered in mosaics, both inside and out. 
Each of its four floors proudly displays spectacular mosaics, 
the outcome of 54 years of work. The synagogue boasts seven 
Torah arks and houses hundreds of millions of natural stones 
from different locations throughout Israel. These mosaics and 

stained glass windows depict the history of the Jewish people 
in the Land of Israel through Bible stories, the flora and fauna, 
the IDF, and more.

The other site we visited was the Underground Prisoners 
Museum. During the British Mandate period, this citadel 
served as the main prison in the north. Hundreds of members 
of the Haganah, Etzel, and Lehi underground organizations 

were imprisoned here because 
of their struggle to defend the 
Yishuv (the body of Jewish 
residents in Palestine, before 
the establishment of the State 
of Israel), their war against 
the mandatory rule, and their 
fight for the right to establish 
a national home in the Land 
of Israel.

On May 4, 1947, Etzel forces 
broke into the prison in a dar-
ing action closely coordinated 
with their imprisoned friends. 
Many were freed, but not with-
out casualties and subsequent 
hangings as a result of British 
Mandate court trials.

The tour was well done. It described the circumstances of 
the resistance fighters’ imprisonment, their way of life while 
incarcerated, and the story of the breakout. You may remember 
this famous escape from the book and movie Exodus.

We highly recommend a trip to Akko. Our visit deepened 
the connections between KMS and Garin Ometz Akko in a 
very personal and unforgettable way.

Our Day in Akko
by Michael Lowenstein

501(c)(3) continued from page 1



10  Kol MevaSer, Kemp Mill Synagogue

Rabbi, continued from page 3

stature of Rabbi Akiva and the great efficacy of this prayer in 
his time must have contributed to its future popularity.

The evolution of this prayer in machzorim throughout the 
ages tells the story of its widespread acceptance and its bold 
effect upon the Jewish people. In the original prayer of Rabbi 
Akiva there were only two lines. By the time prayers were 
becoming more crystallized in the period of the Geonim, the 
siddur of Rav Amram Gaon (9th century, Babylonia) contained 
a text of Avinu Malkenu with twenty-five lines. By the time of 
the Machzor Vitry (11th century, France) it contained thirty-
five lines, and by the eighteenth century, Avinu Malkenu had 
thirty-eight lines in central European machzorim and forty-
four lines in those of Eastern Europe.10 Jews clearly viewed 
this prayer as the locus of sincere pleading for all the many 
heartfelt requests they wanted to bring before God on the 
most critical days of the year.

Content
Some have pointed to a distinct structure within the lines 

of Avinu Malkenu. Rabbi Yissachar Yaakovson in his seminal 
work on prayer, Netiv Binah,11 breaks down the forty-four lines 

of requests for all sorts of personal and national needs from 
good health to forgiveness to the status of the Jewish people 
in the eyes of the world and more, into ten categories. 12 It 
begins with the original prayer of Rabbi Akiva, then moves 
to a High-Holiday-specific request for a good new year, and 
then to clusters of requests for God to annul evil decrees, 
prevent physical affliction, grant forgiveness, be remembered 
and written for the good, gain prosperity and salvation, and  
listen to prayer. The prayer then ends with two added groups 
of petition reminding God of all the reasons He should grant 
us our requests both in the merit of righteous human beings 
and for His own sake.

While Avinu Malkenu is an original composition formulated 
over generations during which liturgists and communities 
added to its content, its language does reflect hints of the 
themes of other prayers and passages of the Torah. 

Rabbi Mordecai Yaffe (16th century, Eastern Europe) in 
his work Levush (584) explains that the Avinu Malkenu was 
intended to reflect the themes of the blessings of request con-
tained in the weekday Amidah. While Yaffe traces thirteen lines 
of the Avinu Malkenu back to the blessings of the Amidah, the 
following chart illustrates just a few of the major correlations:
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One can unmistakably see the purposeful adaptation of the 
language of the weekday Amidah to its new home in the con-
text of Avinu Malkenu.13

It is not surprising that those who contributed to Avinu 
Malkenu borrowed language from the weekday Amidah. The 
requests of the weekday Amidah consist of the most basic 
human and Jewish needs for survival. Even though these are 
omitted on the holidays, the needs do not vanish. By incorpo-
rating the weekday requests into Avinu Malkenu they were able 
to address those basic needs by reframing them in the context 
of High Holiday language within one of the most powerful 
High Holiday prayers. 

This desire to take the most important Jewish concepts and 
reframe them within the High Holiday prayers is manifest in 
yet another interpretation of the content of Avinu Malkenu 
conveyed by the famed Nobel Prize Laureate of Israel, Shmuel 
Yosef Agnon. Agnon, in his work “Yamim Noraim” (p.86), 
quotes from Sefer Tiferet Uziel which asserts that the Avinu 
Malkenu parallels the themes of the five books of the Chumash: 
Life, redemption, spirituality, ancestral ties, and repentance.14 

lanGuaGe
Undoubtedly, the most interesting aspect of Avinu Malkenu 

is the coupling of the two designations of God as both Avinu, 
our Father, and Malkenu, our King, which gives the prayer its 
theme, its distinct identity, and its unique appeal. 

While the imagery and terminology for God as king and 
God as father certainly exist in Tanach, they are never men-
tioned together. 

God is sometimes referred to as a father:

Divrei HaYamim 1 29:10
ויברך דויד את יקוק לעיני כל הקהל ויאמר דויד ברוך אתה יקוק 

אלהי ישראל אבינו מעולם ועד עולם

Wherefore David blessed the LORD before all the congregation; 
and David said: ‘Blessed be Thou, O LORD, the God of Israel our 
Father, for ever and ever.

Isaiah 63:16
 כיאתה אבינו כי אברהם לא ידענו וישראל לא יכירנו אתה יקוק

אבינו גאלנו מעולם שמך

For Thou art our Father; for Abraham knoweth us not, and Israel 
doth not acknowledge us; Thou, O LORD, art our Father, our 
Redeemer from everlasting is Thy name.

Isaiah 64:7
ועתה יקוק אבינו אתה אנחנו החמר ואתה יצרנו ומעשה ידך כלנו

But now, O LORD, Thou art our Father; we are the clay, and Thou 
our potter, and we all are the work of Thy hand.

God is often referred to as a king:
Isaiah 33:22

כי יקוק שפטנו יקוק מחקקנו יקוק מלכנו הוא יושיענו

For the LORD is our Judge, the LORD is our Lawgiver, the LORD 
is our King; He will save us

Tehilim 89:19
כי ליקוק מגננו ולקדוש ישראל מלכנו

For of the LORD is our shield; and the Holy One of Israel is our King
The closest formulation to Rabbi Akiva’s Avinu Malkenu in 

the siddur that mentions both aspects of our relationship with 
God is probably the fifth and sixth blessings of the weekday 
Amidah:

השיבנו אבינו לתורתך וקרבינו מלכנו לעבודתך והחזירינו
בתשובה שלמה לפניך … 

continued on page 12

Sampling of Text from Avinu MalkenuSampling of Text from the Amidah
השיבנו אבינו לתורתך וקרבינו מלכנו לעבודתךאבינו מלכינו החזירנו בתשובה שלמה לפניך

והחזירינו בתשובה שלמה לפניך
 סלח לנו אבינו כי חטאנו מחל לנו מלכנו כי פשענו כיאבינו מלכינו סלח ומחל לכל עונותינו

מוחל וסולח אתה
 ראה בענינו וריבה ריבנו וגאלינו מהרה למען שמך כיאבינו מלכינו כתבינו בספר גאולה וישועה

גואל חזק אתה
 רפאינו ה ונרפא הושיעינו ונושעה כי תהילתנו אתהאבינו מלכינו שלח רפואה שלימה לחולי עמך

והעלה רפואה שלמה לכל מכותינו
 ברך עלינו ה אלקינו את השנה הזאת ואת כל מיניאבינו מלכינו ברך (חדש) עלינו שנה טובה

תבואתה לטובה
אבינו מלכינו שמע קולינו חוס ורחם עלינו

אבינו מלכינו קבל ברחמים וברצון את תפילתינו
 שמע קולינו ה אלקנו חוס ורחם עלינו וקבל ברחמים
 וברצון את תפילתינו כי קל שומע תפילות ותחנונים

אתה ומלפניך מלכנו ריקם על תשיבנו
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Bring us back, our Father, to Your Torah, and bring us near, our 
King, to Your Service and influence us to return in perfect repen-
tance before You. Blessed are You, God, Who desires repentance.

 סלח לנו אבינו כי חטאנו מחל לנו מלכנו כי פשענו כי מוחל וסולח
אתה …

Forgive us, our Father, for we have erred; pardon us our King for 
we have willfully sinned; for You pardon and forgive. Blessed are 
You, God, the gracious One Who pardons abundantly.

Although these passages refer to God as both Father and 
King, they continue to address God separately as Father and 
King making different requests each time indicating that 
there are two separate kinds of relationships with God. Avinu 
Malkenu makes each request to God as Father and King si-
multaneously.15 It was specifically the coupling of these two 
diametrically opposed designations for God that was the great 
innovation of Rabbi Akiva two thousand years ago. 

 Evidently, others appreciated this terminology and this 
philosophical approach to understanding the relationship of 
humanity and the Divine because they continued to refer to 
this unique dual-natured relationship in prayers composed 
after Rabbi Akiva’s time. Rabbi Shmuel Eidels16 in his commen-
tary to Masechet Taanit says17 that other liturgists continued 
to borrow this characterization of God from Rabbi Akiva as 
we see in the passage that follows Shofar blowing during the 
repetition of the Amidah on Rosh Hashana, which says:

 היום הרת עולם היום יעמיד במשפט כל יצורי עולמים אם כבנים
 אם כעבדים אם כבנים רחמינו כרחם אב על בנים ,ואם כעבדים

עינינו לךתלויות עד שתחננו ותוציא כאור משפטנו איום קדוש
This day is the birth of the world. This day stands all the world’s 

creations up in judgment, stands them as children or as slaves. If as 
children, have compassion for us, as a father has compassion for his sons. 
If as slaves, our eyes are raised and fixed on you until you show us favor 
and bring out our judgment like sunlight, Awesome, Holy.

This prayer refers to the Jewish people simultaneously as 
servants and children of God, which is the exact corollary 
to Rabbi Akiva’s designation of God as the Father and King.

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik18 maintains that this formula-
tion of Avinu Malkenu did not occur in a vacuum, but rather 
came to be in order to address the concern of the generation 
in which Rabbi Akiva lived. The baseline relationship of the 
Jewish people and God had always been that of king and 
subject as embodied by the Beit Hamikdash. The service in 
the Beit Hamikdash mimicked the detailed and complicated 
protocol that one would have to follow before meeting a 
king. There was a formality that engendered a spirit of awe 
and reverence instead of closeness and comfort. After the 
destruction of the Beit Hamikdash, the Jewish people had to 
reorient their entire way of thinking about Judaism and their 
relationship with God. Rabbi Akiva introduced the concept 

Rabbi, continued from page 11
of God not only as a king, but as a father to emphasize that 
even without the protocols of the Beit Hamikdash they could 
have a relationship with God and be granted atonement. 
That relationship would be one of parent and child in place 
of king and subject.19

impliCations of tHe DyaD of fatHer anD KinG
The unique coupling of the terms Avinu and Malkenu by 

Rabbi Akiva is genius, but raises some serious questions. How 
could Rabbi Akiva have paired these two terms when they 
are paradoxical and connote opposite kinds of relationships 
which are normally mutually exclusive? Father conjures a 
sense of love, affinity, and casualness, whereas King conjures 
strict adherence to a hierarchical relationship that engenders 
fear and danger. 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks in the commentary in his Rosh 
Hashana Machzor captures the difficulty of this paradox in 
a quotation from Nobel-Prize-winning physicist Niels Bohr. 
Bohr once explained how the idea of his Complementary 
Theory of quantum physics came to be. Bohr’s son had once 
confessed to having stolen an item from a local shop. In that 
very difficult moment that no parent ever wants to face, Bohr 
found himself pulled in two different emotional directions. On 
the one hand, he could think of his son with love as a father. 
On the other hand, he could think of his son with justice as 
a judge. However, he concluded that he could not feel both 
emotions and play both roles at the same time. The juxtapo-
sition of God as King, who is detached and judgmental, and 
Father, who is loving and forgiving is difficult for us as human 
beings to understand. 

While awkward to grasp and to feel, the paradox of our 
relationship to God that Rabbi Akiva captured in the coupling 
of Avinu and Malkenu is well entrenched in Jewish sources. 
Ostensibly, the Avinu Malkenu pair expresses the paradoxical 
sense of being both close and far from God at the very same 
time: The feeling of both fear and love, of tension and comfort, 
of estrangement and familiarity. 

This dialectic of nearness and distance is expressed in 
numerous places on Tanach; most famously in the verse in 
Tehillim which says:

Tehillim 2:11
 עבדו את יקוק ביראה וגילו ברעדה

Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.
In the human realm, rejoicing and trembling are two op-

posite emotional experiences normally felt when interacting 
with vastly different kinds of people or stimuli. Yet, when it 
comes to our relationship with God, we are meant to experi-
ence both at the very same time.

Rabbi Dr. Eliezer Berkovitz devotes an entire chapter of his 
book “God, Man and History” to understanding the “Paradox 
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of the Encounter.” By definition, the encounter with God must 
include both closeness and distance. The experience of God 
is certainly one of dread and danger. It is for this reason that 
Moses turned his face from the burning bush, that the Jewish 
people stood in trepidation at the foot of Mount Sinai, and 
that God is referred to as a consuming fire.20 Yet, at the same 
time, “Notwithstanding the terror of divine transcendence, 
Man is assured of God’s nearness and accessibility.”21 

Berkovitz explains that the dread comes not from fear of 
punishment, but from the unanswerable question of how 
a human being can possibly stand in the presence of the 
infinite, all-consuming source of all being and survive. The 
paradox is that we must stand in a relationship with God, 
and yet should not be able stand in that relationship without 
being utterly consumed. The paradox is resolved because God 
simultaneously overwhelms us and raises us back up, granting 
us the ability to retain our individuality.22 “Man is threatened 
and affirmed at the very same time. Through the peril that 
confronts him, he is bound to recognize his nothingness be-
fore God; yet in the divine affirmation, the highest dignity is 
bestowed on him: He is allowed into ‘fellowship’ with God.”23  
That nearness and fellowship is encapsulated in Rabbi Akiva 
term “Avinu, our Father.” The peril and distance is depicted 
by his term “Malkenu, our King.” 

In his composition of the prayer Avinu Malkenu, Rabbi Akiva 
not only provided us with a powerful mode of prayer, but also 
a crucial insight into Jewish philosophy. In his heartfelt prayer, 
he captures the complex paradox which lies at the heart of our 
relationship with God. He casts the complexity of the topic in 
simple human expressions that are relatable and clear, that are 
impactful and real. It is, perhaps, because the prayer gives voice 
to that which we struggle to understand that it resonates so 
strongly with many of us. Feeling both closeness and distance 
at the same time is certainly challenging but is a hallmark of 
our relationship with God. We must strive to feel the love and 
closeness which breeds the avoda meahava, service of love. At 
the same time, we are bound to feel the overwhelming gran-
deur of God and His distance from humanity that engenders 
avodah meyirah, service of awe. Both are to be felt at the same 
time: sometimes one is predominant and sometimes the other, 
but both are ever-present and are healthy components of this 
unique relationship.

This paradox of nearness and distance in our relationship 
with God expressed in every line of the prayer Avinu Malkenu 
is the cornerstone of the High Holiday experience. While we 
may feel distance and closeness with God throughout the year, 
sometimes at different moments and sometimes simultane-
ously, it is most pronounced at this time of year. It is a time of 
din, of judgment, of fear and trembling before the King of all 
Kings, whom we crown and accept upon ourselves. Yet, at the 

very same time, it is a season of forgiveness, of compassion, of 
melech basadeh (King in the field) when the presence of God 
can be felt very strongly.24 It is a time when God is closer and 
more accessible than ever, taking us under His wing and trying 
to reaffirm a relationship that has been damaged and strained 
throughout the year and rebuild it in a way that breeds not 
fear, but love and closeness. If one were to distill all the major 
concepts of this season from teshuva (repentance), to machzor 
(prayer), malchuyot (kingship), shofar, selicha (forgiveness) or 
kappara (atonement) they all relate to the very nature of our 
relationship with God as experienced through the paradigm 
of King and distance, or Father and closeness. 

Accordingly, Avinu Malkenu is not just a moving prayer, 
nor is it simply a prayer that became wildly popular over the 
years. It is a statement of philosophy that both helps us to 
understand the complexity of our relationship with God and 
also captures for us what our aspirations in that realm should 
be. It is no wonder that almost every request we would want 
to make at this important time of year from good health to 
forgiveness to an inscription in the book of life and more has 
come to be framed by these important words, Avinu Malkenu, 
our Father, our King.

Just as these words carried great weight for Rabbi Akiva, so 
may they be effective for us. May we all be successful at feeling 
both components of this relationship with God. May both the 
closeness we feel to God and the awe we experience in His 
presence inspire us towards greater action this coming year. 
Finally, may God answer every line of our heartfelt requests 
in Avinu Malkenu for the good.

Ketiva V’Chatima Tova.

notes:
1 Rabbi Dr. Joseph H. Hertz, The Authorized Daily Prayer Book, p.161.
2 See below in discussion of R Akiva. The transfer of this prayer 
designed for fast days to the machzor of Rosh Hashana is not without 
its challenges. For example, Rosh Hashana is a day of malchuyot 
(crowning God as King) and of communal requests but not a day 
of viduy, confession. We do not recite either the short or long viduy 
prayer nor do we even mention the concept of sin or admission of 
guilt as a major facet of the liturgy or in the Torah reading of the 
day. Therefore, the very first line of Avinu Malkenu, “Our Father, our 
King, we have sinned before you,” which was part of R Akiva’s original 
prayer is problematic. Indeed, R. Yosef Karo in his commentary Beit 
Yosef to the Tur (584) notes that even those who recite the Avinu 
Malkenu on Rosh Hashana (which he did not advocate) should omit 
the first line which makes reference to sin.
3 While today almost all Sefardic communities recite Avinu Malkenu 
on the High Holidays, in prior ages of Jewish History this was not 
the case. In fact, Rabbi Abraham ben Natan in his 12th century work 
Sefer Hamanhig (Laws of Rosh Hashana 6) notes with surprise 
how Sefardic communities do not recite this important prayer 
which had become such a hallmark of the Ashkenazic High Holiday 
experience even by his time. Avinu Malkenu is also not mentioned 

continued on page 14
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by leading Sefardic rabbis such as the Rambam (12th century, Spain 
and Egypt) and Avudraham (14th century, Spain) in their siddurim 
or commentaries. It is also not mentioned by the Shulchan Aruch in 
the laws of the prayers of Rosh Hashana (OC 584).
4 Both days of Rosh Hashana after Shacharit and Mincha, On Yom 
Kippur after Maariv, Shacharit, Mincha, and Neila and on each of 
the days between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur after Shacharit and 
Mincha (except for Shabbat).
5 Jewish liturgical poetry.
6 A list of petitions.
7 There are other speculations as to why it is placed right after the 
Amidah. See below.
8 Rema, Shulchan Aruch OC 584. See also, Mateh Efraim 584:11.
9 It is interesting to note that Rabbenu Chananel in his 11th century 
commentary to the Talmud quotes this section differently than the 
text we have. His text (below) records a slightly different version of 
R Akiva’s prayer. Further study would be required to determine what 
the difference between the two texts might signify. 

רבינו חננאל מסכת תענית דף כה עמוד ב
והא דר' אליעזר דירד לפני התיבה ואמר כ"ד ברכות ולא ירדו גשמים וירד

 אחריו ר' עקיבא ואמר אבינו מלכנו אבינו אתה ואין לנו מלך אלא אתה 
אבינו מלכינו רחם עלינו…

10 Just as the text that most Ashkenazic machzorim use today.
11 Volume 5, Chapter 2. See also, the seminal article on this topic by 
Yaakov Rothschild in “Maasaf L’Inyanei Chinuch V’Horaah: Yamim 
Noraim I” p.250-259.
12 Note that if you follow his categories they do not match up perfectly 
to our version of Avinu Malkenu. He was working with a text that 
had a slightly different order to the forty-four lines.
13 If Avinu Malkenu is understood as a quasi-Amidah mirroring 
the weekday Amidah, one can better appreciate why it was placed 
immediately following the holiday Amidah in the machzor. 
 Others have suggested different reasons for its placement. For 
example, Rabbi Zedekiah ben Abraham Anav (13th century Italy) 
in his collection of laws and customs called Shibolei HaLeket (287) 
proposes a different explanation for the location of Avinu Malkenu. 
He explains that the Avinu Malkenu was placed after the Amidah since 
it comes to replace the recitation of Hallel. Normally, Hallel is recited 
right after the Shacharit Amidah. The Gemara in Rosh Hashana 32b 
raises an objection to its recitation. Since they are days of serious 
judgment when the books of life and death are opened, joyous song 

would be inappropriate. Since there is no Hallel, we recite Avinu 
Malkenu in its place. Significant thought must be given as to why 
the Avinu Malkenu serves as an appropriate replacement for Hallel.
14 “Write us in to the book of life” is parallel to Breishit which is 
all about creation and granting of life. “Write us in to the book 
of redemption and salvation” is parallel to Shmot which is about 
redemption and salvation of the Jewish people. “Write us in to the 
book of prosperity” is parallel to Vaykira which teaches us that the 
essence of our livelihood should be achieved with holiness. “Write 
us in to the book of merits” is parallel to Bamidbar since it speaks of 
the encampment where every tribe was a vessel to bring down the 
merit of the ancestors to their people. “Write us in to the book of 
forgiveness” is parallel to Devrim because Moses chastises the Jews for 
all they did wrong and it also contains the parsha of teshuva which 
is the key to forgiveness. 
15 Furthermore, it is likely that these prayers were written after Rabbi 
Akiva lived in which case they may have borrowed the coupling of 
terms from his original prayer and not vise versa.
16 Known as Maharsha. 16th-17th century Eastern Europe.
מהרש”א חידושי אגדות מסכת תענית דף כה עמוד ב 17
 ואמר אבינו מלכנו כו'. אבינו ע"ש הוא אבינו וגו' ומלכנו ע"ש ויהי בישורון 

מלך וגו' ועד"ז יסד הפייט אם כבנים רחמנו כרחם אב כו' ואם כעבדים 
כו:’

18 Yom Kippur Machzor with commentary adapted from the teachings 
of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik. Edited by Dr. Arnold Lustiger and 
Rabbi Michael Taubes. p.180
19 See, for example, not only Rabbi Akiva’s prayer of Avinu Malkenu 
but also the Mishna in Yoma 8:9 where Rabbi Akiva refers to God as 
“Avichem shebashamayim” “your Father in Heaven.”
20 Devarim 4:24
21 Rabbi Dr. Eliezer Berkovitz, God, Man and History, p.35
22 According to Berkovitz this is the meaning of the strange statement 
of Rabbi Yochanan which says:

תלמוד בבלי מסכת מגילה דף לא עמוד א
אמר רבי יוחנן: כל מקום שאתה מוצא גבורתו של הקדוש ברוך הוא אתה 

מוצא ענוותנותו
Talmud Megillah 31a
R. Johanan said Wherever you find [mentioned in the Scriptures] the power 
of the Holy One, blessed be He, you also find his humility mentioned

23 p.37
24 Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi, Likutei Torah, Parshat Reeh.

Rabbi, continued from page 13
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We wish you all

a sweet and healthy year ahead

filled with much success and fulfillment

לשנה טובה תכתבו ותחתמו

Brahm and Elana Weinberg
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Shana Tova

Wishing everyone a year

of peace and prosperity

Deena and Benny Berkowitz
Devora, Ayelet, Akiva,
Esther and Shoshana
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Wishing the entire community a happy, 
healthy, peaceful and prosperous

New Year

Shana Tova

Sharona and Leo Rozmaryn
and Family
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With wishes to the KMS community

for a year full of the blessings of

peace, prosperity, good health

and happiness

Ina and Larry Lerman
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A sweet year to all! 

Jill Goldwater and Stephen Prensky
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Shanna Tova

to the entire KMS Community

May this be a year of

sweetness, joy, peace, health,

success, satisfaction and happiness

Best wishes,

Achi and Miriam,

Sharona, Judah and Benjamin Guggenheim
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L’Shanna Tova to our family, friends

and the entire community

Jennifer, Joel, David and Sarah Tabin
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Wishing the entire community

a year full of joy.

Shanna Tova.  

Sandi and Isi Teitelbaum
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Shana Tova

and a Happy and Healthy Year

to our wonderful community

Sara, Jeff, Max, Eliana and Edie Elikan
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Shana Tova! 

Karen, Jeff, Reena, Estie, Ariel and Reyut 

Wasserstein
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care about is that they take good care of our clients and customers that we refer!

Best Wishes for a Happy,  

Healthy and Peaceful New Year

 

Barbara Ciment
Associate Broker, Realtor
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc 
6000 Executive Blvd, Suite 100
North Bethesda, MD 20852 
Office: 301-468-0606

Thanks for All Your Referrals and Support Over These Many Years!
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• Proprietary Alerts for the Latest Listings in Subdivisions  ...  Even for Streets of 

Interest to You

The Barbara Ciment Team
• Barbara Ciment & Mel Ciment, and My Buyer Specialists:                  

Emily Lurie             and          Judi Taragin Shields
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כתיבה וחתימה טובה
שנת ברכה אושר ועושר

to all our friends at KMS

Deborah and Dov Zakheim and family
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שנה טובה ומתוקה
May you be blessed with a year of

health, happiness, and peace

Erica and Barry Kolatch,
Naomi and Mark, 

Eliezer and Shoshana,
and Aharon
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Shana Tova U’Metuka

Marcy and Tsvi Lieber
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Lisa And Alec Stone 

Aviva, Arianna, Ayden, & Aryeh	
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Shana Tova

 Sharon and Jay Mazel

Daniella, Arianne, Kira, and Sophia
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May the New Year bring peace, health, and 

prosperity to the entire community

and to Klal Yisrael

Sabine and Chaim Himmelfarb and family
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We wish the whole community

a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year

שנה טובה ומתוקה

Sarah and Buddy Stern,

Bezalel, Deborah and Samuel Joseph,

Noam, Ali and Ori Tzion,

Rachel, Jeremy and Eden Chana 
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Wishing Rabbi and Elana Weinberg
and family and the entire KMS community

a happy, healthy, wonderful
sweet New Year

Hope and David Taragin

Benjamin and Lauren
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לשנה טובה תכתבו ותחתמו
A happy, sweet

and healthy new year!
 

Carrie, Jeffrey and Rena Gluck
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Best wishes for

a happy and healthy New Year

to the whole KMS community

Jeanne and Jonathan Rosenberg
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שנה טובה ומתוקה
Best wishes to the KMS community

for a happy, healthy and sweet new year! 

Gail Javitt and Sam Osofsky, and

Anna Rose, Ezra, Noah and Mali
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With great appreciation
to the KMS members and staff who

make our wonderful High Holidays possible

Lauren Shaham and Ariel Winter

Ilana and Natan
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L’Shana Tova U’Metuka

to the Kemp Mill Synagogue community!

Tina, Neil,

Naomi, Zara and Maya Rosenbaum
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Best wishes

to the entire Kemp Mill community

for a New Year of Health, Happiness,

Peace and Contentment

Donna and Jeff Lawrence
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Best wishes for a happy, 
healthy, and successful

New Year

Ronna Eisenberg,
Steve Rabinowitz, and 

Family

We would like to wish the 
entire community

a New Year 5777
that is blessed with an 

abundance of good health, 
happiness, and success

for all of us and
for all of K’lal Yisrael

Sheila and Allen Gaisin 
and Family

Wishing All Members
of the KMS Community

a Happy Healthy and
Prosperous New Year

Lynn and Stephen Deutsch 
and Family

To all of our friends

שנה טובה ומתוקה  

Sue and Jerry Pasternak
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We wish all of our readers a year of
health, growth, and high achievement

The Editors of Kol MevaSer
Barbara Trainin Blank

Risë Goldstein
Gail Javitt

Tsvi Lieber
Mel Plotinsky

L’shana tova to everyone in 
the KMS community

Best wishes from
Benjamin, Sarah and Zachary 

Osborne
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continued on page 46

During the 5775-6 years, KMS members collectively contributed over $23,000 to support Garin Ometz Akko—a modern Orthodox 
community in the northern city of Akko, whose members seek to strengthen the city through their chesed, community-building, 
education and Torah activities. In each issue of Kol MevaSer, we highlight a different aspect of the Garin’s work in Akko, all of 
which is supported by our collective tzedakah. The KMS Israel Committee hopes that every KMS member will feel connected to and 
proud of the Garin’s accomplishments. We are happy to share these letters of greeting from the Garin’s leadership with the KMS 
community. Please contact Ina Lerman to learn more about the opportunities to volunteer in Akko during your next trip to Israel.

Warm greetings to our honored, dear and
beloved members of the Kemp Mill Synagogue

We wish to express our heartfelt thanks for your generous 
contributions to Garin Ometz Akko during the course of the past two 
years, 5775-6.

Throughout the year, we followed with great appreciation and 
respect, the mutual and special connection of the members of the KMS 
community with the members of the Garin in Akko. 

Every article in KolMeVaser, every family that came to visit us and 
to volunteer at our Chesed Center, every donation that arrived, moved 
us deeply, strengthened us and contributed greatly to the perpetuation 
of the important work of the members of HaGarin HaTorani Ometz 
Akko in Akko and the West Galilee. 

Please know that, through your contribution, you are important 
partners in the strengthening of the Jewish identity of Akko, the capital 
of the Galilee, and full partners in the proliferation of Torah, education, 
volunteerism, and acts of lovingkindness throughout the city.

As the eve of the year 5777 comes upon us, I want to wish you a 
heartfelt Happy New Year and Ktiva VeChatima Tova on behalf of 
all of the members of Garin Ometz.

From our city, Akko, we send you the blessing of a good and blessed 
year along with all of Israel. May you carry blessing and gratitude 
and may it be His will that, by virtue of your contribution, you will 
be placed in good stead for blessing and goodness everywhere you turn 
and may Hashem fulfill all of your heart’s wishes for good.

With gratitude and hope for continued mutual activity,
                                                   
                                                    Shlomo Klein
                                                    CEO of Garin Ometz

[Special thanks to Tamar Epstein for translating this letter for 
Kol MeVaser.]

Letters from
Garin Ometz Akko
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To the Members of the Kemp Mill, Maryland Community: Warmest 
Greetings!

Our Sages (z”l) interpret the verse: 

 כי מי גוי גדול אשר לו אלקים קרבים
אליו כה’ אלקינו בכל קראנו אליו

“For which is a great nation that has a God Who is close to it, as 
is Hashem, our God, whenever we call to him?” (Deuteronomy 4:7)

With regard to Rosh Hashanah, the Day of Judgment, it is customary 
throughout the world that one facing judgment wears black clothing, 
afflicts himself and stands in fear. But the Nation of Israel stands 
in contrast: when we enter to greet the Day of Judgment, we groom 
ourselves, wear new holiday clothes; we even eat, drink and rejoice on 
the actual Day of Judgment. 

Why? Is it possible that we are not relating to the Judgment with 
sufficient seriousness?

Rather, our Sages (z”l) tell us that Hashem is close to the Nation of 

Donna Lawrence Events
WEDDING CONSULTING           PARTY PLANNING&

Donna Lawrence Events offers a wide range of event planning and coordinating services

for all of life’s special events, non-profits, meetings and conferences.

301 • 649 • 2226 or 240 • 355 • 6202 
dlawrenceevents@gmail.com

www.DonnaLawrenceEvents.com

Be a Guesttat Your Own Event

Israel; therefore, we know that Hashem will perform miracles for us 
with regard to the Judgment, and will judge us, giving us the benefit 
of the doubt.

“You should love your fellow as yourself” is the foundation of the 
entire Torah. Through the love of the Nation of Israel, it becomes 
clear that every single member of the Nation of Israel is not merely a 
private individual but rather a small part of a big body, the body of 
the Nation of Israel. Through his belonging to the Nation of Israel, 
he is brought closer to Hashem and deserves to emerge innocent at the 
time of Judgment. 

Dearest members of the community, you too, in your partnership 
with us, strengthen our spirit and our energy.

On the eve of Rosh Hashanah 5777, we pray that Hashem bless you 
in accordance with the goodness of your souls, grant you a good and 
sweet New Year and fulfill your hearts’ wishes for good. 

With love and waiting to see you here in Israel,

                                                             HaRav Yaakov Danah
                                                                     Rabbi of Garin Ometz Akko 

Letters,continued from page 45



 October-December 2016  47 6 

A Beit Midrash for the Border Patrol
by Ina Lerman

During the past nine months, the men and women 
serving in Israel’s Border Patrol have been on the 
front lines, protecting Israel’s citizens, roads, com-

munities and cities. Before Chanukah, KMS teamed up with 
The Jewish Center of the Hamptons and Temple Shalom of 
West Essex to raise the spirits of the members of the Border 
Patrol in the Jerusalem area and to express our gratitude for the 
risks they take every day. KMS raised $2,900 for this project in 
24 hours. Collectively, the three congregations raised $14,000! 
Over 300 soldiers enjoyed a comedy show during Chanukah 
and a special Purim Party. These events provided some joyous 
respite from the tensions they face in their work. 

In order to provide a more permanent benefit and address 
a need at the base, located near Gilo, our congregations re-
furbished the inside of a small trailer as a beit midrash and 
synagogue for the base. Our funding provided a new Aron 
Kodesh, Reader’s Table and several rows of seating. The sol-
diers now have a dignified and comfortable place for tefila 
and meditation.

(Take a look at the photographs and you may see something 
familiar. The furniture was created at Kibbutz Lavi in the lower 
Galil: this is the same furniture company that made the seats, 
Aron Kodesh, and Reader’s Table in our sanctuary. )

We are pleased to share part of a thank-you note we received 
this summer:

The space is a teeny, tiny metal caravan about the 
size of a hallway, and yet, you have helped to turn this 

space into a holy place: what is referred to as a mikdash 
me’at—a little Beit Hamikdash—that is, a small “home 
version” of the Temple which stood in Jerusalem so 
many years ago.

May all the prayers and tefilot recited here be for good, 
and may all those who use the space be able to always 
use it in good health, free from harm and the evil which 
continuously surrounds us.

And to the members of the Border Patrol who will use this 
space, we respond together: “yiyashru kochachem: be strong 
and continue to be strong.”

wHat is israel’s borDer patrol?
The Israel Border Patrol is a security branch of the Israel 

National Police that assists the Israel Defense Forces with 
counter-terrorism and front-line law enforcement operations 
throughout Israel, particularly along the pre-1967 borders, 
including Jerusalem. Many of the soldiers patrolling the streets 
of Jerusalem are from this Border Patrol unit, and they are 
charged with the security operations for the Old City as well. 
Most of the soldiers are serving as part of their regular army 
duty, and many come from the lower socio-economic strata 
of Israeli society. Over the past year or two, they have been 
the front-line for terror attacks, and many Border Patrolmen 
have lost their lives and many more have been injured. Three 
hundred members of the Border Patrol are based in the station 
near Gilo, protecting the greater Jerusalem area.
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KMS Kids Help Bikur Cholim
by Audrey Siegel

Summer vacation is a kid’s dream. The potential for 
weeks of unscheduled time beckons in the distance as 
the school year wends its way through the calendar.

Summer vacation can be a parent’s nightmare as the poten-
tial for weeks of unscheduled time looms in the distance with 
a big question mark hovering nearby.

In many households with school-age children the decision 
about what to do in the summer can start in early Fall (camp 
applications for 2017 in yet?) and continue right up until the 
last school bell rings in June.

Luckily this summer a number of young people in our 
community took time out from their busy schedules and gave 
up some of their precious unstructured time to volunteer for 
Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington (BCGW). Here are a 
few of their stories:

Matan Friedman (Berman class of 2016): Matan delivered 
food to a local hospital and was moved to see how much the 
patients appreciated it. In addition, he helped a couple of 
boys make a pop-up lemonade stand complete with awesome 
homemade sign at a local pool. The boys raised $93 selling 
lemonade and Twizzlers. While this lemonade stand might 
have seemed similar to others that dotted the Kemp Mill land-
scape this summer (shout out to the Saks and Cohen Families 
who donated their lemonade stand proceeds to BCGW) , it 
was really different. The kids hawking the lemonade were 
part of a family staying in our area for medical treatment. 
Matan jumped in to assist when he learned that this was “an 
opportunity to assist two boys in fulfilling their dreams to give 
back to the organization that benefited their family so much. “

Rachel Reifer (Northwood class of 2015): Rachel had been 
packing hospital bags with her mom from the time she was 
little. Her basement at home was always full of BCGW supplies 
and when she got older she herself delivered these bags to Sub-
urban Hospital, where she interned in her senior year of high 
school. “This summer Bikur Cholim became very personal. 
My mother told me that a girl my age was in town with her 
family while a parent received treatment at the NIH. BCGW 
was looking for other teens to get together with her while her 
parents focused on medical issues. Our first meeting was at 

Montgomery Mall and we immediately clicked. We spent the 
next few weeks hanging out together. I introduced her to my 
friends and she quickly became a part of our circle. We went 
shopping, to the movies and for dinner. We had sleepovers 
and stayed up talking the entire night. It was as if we had 
known each other for years instead of weeks. I understand 
now that volunteering for BCGW benefits both the giver and 
the recipient. She had the chance to be a regular teenage girl 
and I made a new friend. “

For Zach Goldman and Ari Siegel, eighth graders at Berman 
Middle School, the lines between having fun and doing a mitz-
vah blurred. Each spent a lot of time this summer volunteering 
for BCGW by spending time with kids their age whose parents 
were in the hospital. Zach and family introduced the kids to 
Zava Zone, Baskin Robbins and Krispy Kreme . According 
to Zach, he got to spend time with kids who are “authentic, 
polite and fun.” Ari noted that, “It was an interesting experi-
ence because I was genuinely having fun and they also were. 
I didn’t realize that I could be doing a mitzvah by helping 
distract them and at the same time I could feel totally normal 
like I was just hanging out with my friends.”

 Jacob Namrow (Berman 2015) put his driver’s license to 
good use shuttling around town the same kids mentioned 
above by Zach and Ari, and making sure they got their share 
of Slurpees. In response the boys wrote him the following note: 
“Dear Jacob, Thank you for bringing us lots of places like a big 
brother…. Never forget us because we will never forget you.”

I want to take this opportunity to thank KMS youth who 
together with kids and young adults from all over the Wash-
ington Metro region helped BCGW this summer . In addition 
to those you read about, there were others visiting, driving, 
organizing and delivering all summer long.

I ask that as you and your parents think ahead to next sum-
mer, you pencil in some time for BCGW. Actually, no need to 
wait. We have special opportunities right now for anyone who 
can carve out some free time on a Sunday or after school. Send 
an email to info@bikurcholigmw.org or call 202-331-4481 to 
start the conversation.
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“The unemployment rate is below 5 percent. Why 
are you still in business?”

The national unemployment rate has indeed 
declined, so we’re not surprised to hear this question.

The answer: Even when the overall rate is low by historical 
standards, there are always people who need jobs—people 
who just graduated, who are returning to the labor force 
after raising a family, or who lost their jobs through no fault 
of their own.

And, after 12 years, JobAssist.org is still helping our neigh-
bors in Kemp Mill and beyond to find jobs.

How we Help
The primary focus of our current efforts is one-on-one 

coaching. We help job seekers to
• Network with people in their field
• Fine-tune their résumés
• Spruce up their LinkedIn profiles

• Improve their interviewing skills

We also conduct our own periodic workshops on job search 
skills and publicize others’ workshops, as well as compile a bi-
weekly list of job vacancies that have come to our attention.

our results
We work with 50 or more people over the course of a year, 

averaging about one new “client” per week. At least one-half of 
those people will find a job and let us know about it. (Others 
may find jobs but do not let us know.)

Of those who found jobs, we provided substantial assistance 
to about half of them and some assistance to the other half. But 
even what we view as minimal—telling them about a webinar 
or pointing out a key article, for example—may be the critical 
piece that helps someone secure a new job. It also helps keep 
up the spirits of the job seeker, who faces many rejections 
or no responses at all, to know that others are available to 
brainstorm and give feedback. 

continued on page 50

FRAM MONUMENT
~ QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1922 ~

Jewish Family Owned & Operated
Visit Us Online or In Person

~ Don’t Pay Cemetery Prices!
~ We Work With Every Cemetery
~ Design Bronze Markers Online
~ Fluent In Hebrew Names & Dates

WWW.FRAMMONUMENT.COM
Shomer Shabbos
  301 - 605 - 8081

INFO@FRAMMONUMENT.COM
822-D ROCKVILLE PIKE
ROCKVILLE, MD 20852

JobAssist: Fall 2016 Update
by David Marwick and Max Rudmann
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DONATIONS

How you Can Help

You can help us by letting us know about vacancies in your 
workplace. The vacancies you tell us about are admittedly just 
a small fraction of the vacancies in the DC area, but one or two 
people each year find jobs that you told us about.

You can also help by agreeing to informational interviews 
with job seekers. We’re not asking you to hire them or even 
to recommend them to your hiring manager. Instead, these 
interviews involve 15-20 minutes of your time, to help a job 
seeker know what you like and don’t like about your job, what 
attributes it takes to succeed there, how to handle some inter-

view questions, identify other people with whom to network, 
discuss trends in the field, etc.

What’s in it for you? It is satisfying to be reminded by people 
you have helped with any part of the job search—whether a 
résumé, an interview. an internship or a job announcement—
what a lasting impact you have had on their lives, even several 
years after you have been of assistance. And this virtuous cycle 
expands when those helped seek out others in need of a hand.

For more information about JobAssist, please contact
• David Marwick, dmarwick@jobassist.org
• Max Rudmann, maxrudmann1@gmail.com

JobAssist, continued from page 49

As most of our readers will know, these closing pages of Kol MevaSer are usually devoted to a list of donations in honor and 
in memory of our members’ friends and relatives. We very much regret that space limitations have compelled us to omit those 
pages from this issue. Our Chanukah issue will contain a complete list of donations from the closing date of our last issue to 
the opening date of the Chanukah issue.

The Editors

The current issue of Kol MevaSer is always available for 
reading or downloading at www.kmsynagogue.org. Click 

on "Publications" on the left side of the home page.
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Cell:  (301)943-4370  Office: (301)921-4500 
adambashein@gmail.com  www.basheinhomes.info 

 

 
 
 

RE/MAX Realty Group 
 

The only full service brokerage listed among the 15 most popular 
real estate websites!*  Work that to your advantage  

by working with me! 
 
 
 

Thinking of making a move?  Contact me.   
I do your home work! 

 
 

 

www.kempmillhomes.com                                                                                                                        
  
                
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
  *source:  ebizMBA Guide, September 2016     
 Information deemed to be accurate but not guaranteed        

  

 
Wishing my KMS family a happy, healthy and sweet new year.   

Thank you for your friendship, referrals and trust over the years.  
 -Adam 

Cell:  (301)943-4370 
 

adambashein@mris.com, www.basheinhomes.info 
Licensed in MD & DC 

 
 

Wishing my KMS friends a Happy Chanukah!   
Looking to experience the miracle of home ownership or for  

someone to shed light on the home sale process?  Look no further! 
 
 
 
 
 

I do your home work! 
 

My business is more about people than houses. 
 

For Regular Real Estate updates: 
 

 
       
    ‘Real Estate Chat with Adam’ on Facebook 
 
 

        www.linkedin.com/in/adambashein 
 

 Visit:                                 www.kempmillhomes.com                                                                                                                       
                  

                                                                          
 
 
 O:  (301)469-4700 
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